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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at 12 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord of love, lift our hearts above 

the mundane and ordinary. Inspire our 
lawmakers with the beauty of Your 
presence and the majesty of Your 
power. May Your holiness create in 
them a transformative hunger for 
righteousness that enables them to 
honor Your Name. Lord, empower them 
to live blameless lives, striving always 
to do what is right as they seek wis-
dom from Your word. Grant that, as 
they receive inspiration from Your sa-
cred precepts, they will hear Your 
whisper that they are Your children. 
Fill them today with Your joy. 

We pray in Your righteous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

The Senator from Wisconsin. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
the past few weeks in the Senate have 
been extremely productive. Senate 
Democrats delivered on our promise to 
pass bold COVID relief legislation, and 
we have now confirmed 16 Cabinet-level 
officials. Today, we will continue mov-
ing the ball forward on the President’s 
nominees by confirming Representa-
tive DEB HAALAND to serve as President 
Biden’s Secretary of the Interior. 

Representative HAALAND has already 
made history as one of two Members to 
become the first Native American 
woman to serve in the House of Rep-
resentatives. She is a citizen of the La-
guna Pueblo nation, and her family’s 
roots in New Mexico can be traced back 
35 generations. By her own account, 
she grew up poor, moving frequently. 
Her mother served in the Navy, and her 

father spent a 30-year career in the Ma-
rines. While the Federal Government 
has often mistreated and neglected In-
digenous Americans, the Haaland fam-
ily has proudly and bravely served this 
country. Now Representative HAALAND 
is making history twice over as the 
first Native American Secretary of the 
Interior and as the first Native Amer-
ican Cabinet official in American his-
tory. 

Representative HAALAND’s confirma-
tion represents a gigantic step forward 
in creating a government that rep-
resents the full richness and diversity 
of this country because Native Ameri-
cans were, for far too long, neglected at 
the Cabinet level and in so many other 
places. 

Representative HAALAND will have an 
important task ahead of her. She must 
refocus the Interior Department on 
preserving and protecting almost 500 
million acres of public lands, com-
bating climate change and environ-
mental degradation, and upholding the 
Federal Government’s obligations to 
Tribal nations. The Trump administra-
tion did more to undermine the rela-
tionship between the Federal Govern-
ment and the sovereign Tribes than 
many have in decades—from dese-
crating sacred burial sites to build a 
border wall to neglecting the desperate 
situation of Native Tribes during the 
pandemic. Shame on them. 

In elevating Representative HAALAND 
to lead the Department of the Interior, 
we reset the relationship between the 
Federal Government and Tribal na-
tions to one of cooperation, mutual re-
spect, and trust, which is so different 
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